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1. THE DECISION

FSC Brief: 
The future of the “Forest For All Forever” brand mark
and promotional designs 
- Strengthening our commitment to credible claims 

2. CONTEXT AND DRIVERS

Global legislation targeting greenwashing, as well as scrutiny of corporate sustainability
communications, are on the rise. The EU’s Empowering Consumers for the Green Transition
Directive (EmpCo) is a key driver to strengthen consumer protection and restrict unfair
commercial practices, such as misleading environmental claims, sustainability labels, and
promotional materials. This Directive will become effective in September 2026.

This is not just a European development. Jurisdictions are the globe are updating their
existing consumer protection laws [1] to investigate and sanction greenwashing practices. 

Within this context, FSC has commissioned extensive analysis and legal review of our
systems, with a targeted focus on the FSC trademark portfolio, FSC labels, and FSC
promotional designs. The external and independent review identified a high risk of
noncompliance for license holders when using the “Forest for All Forever” brand mark as it
includes the generic environmental claim “forest for all forever” which is assessed as
aspirational, unqualified, and too broad to meet the required standards for specification
and substantiation.

The promotional panel design is now considered a sustainability label under EmpCo and
therefore requires monitoring by a competent and independent third party. With over 70%
of PLHs operating within the EU market and directly affected, we will be retiring the
promotional panel design for PLHs to minimise the impact on the Promotional Licence
Holder programme. PLHs can continue to use the FSC name, initials and the FSC logo with
confidence, following the guidance provided in this document.

To reinforce confidence in the global credibility of the FSC
marks and support FSC licence holders in navigating
emerging global anti-greenwashing legislation, FSC is
retiring the “Forests For All Forever” (FFAF) brand mark
for all licence holders. Additionally, promotional licence
holders (PLHs) will no longer be able to access and use
the FSC promotional panel designs.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/825/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/825/oj/eng
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4. TECHNICAL GUIDANCE

3. IMPACT AND NEXT STEPS

+Ī ĉÎēÞĉÞôØ ēÜÎ >> > Äĉ¸ôÊ ó¸ĉëǑ >r, ĉÎÞô×úĉÅÎč Åúô×ÞÊÎôÅÎ Þô ēÜÎ ÅúôēÞôĘÎÊ ĘčÎ ú× Þēč
ēĉ¸ÊÎó¸ĉëč ¸ôÊ í¸ÄÎíǐ RÞÅÎôÅÎ ÜúíÊÎĉč úĆÎĉ¸ēÞôØ Þô ēÜÎ 5| ó¸ĉëÎē Å¸ô ÅúôēÞôĘÎ čÎííÞôØ ¸ôÊ
ĆĉúóúēÞôØ ēÜÎÞĉ ĆĉúÊĘÅēč ĘčÞôØ ēÜÎ >r, ó¸ĉëč ĤÞēÜúĘē ¸ ĆĉÎÊÎ×ÞôÎÊ ¸ĉĉ¸ôØÎóÎôēǐ

wÜúĘØÜ ēÜÞč ēĉ¸ôčÞēÞúô ó¸Ī ĉÎĈĘÞĉÎ Îĩēĉ¸ Î××úĉēǑ ĤÎ ¸ĉÎ ÅúóóÞēēÎÊ ēú ó¸ëÞôØ Þē ¸č čÎ¸óíÎčč
¸č ĆúččÞÄíÎ ĤÞēÜ ēúúíč ¸ôÊ ĉÎčúĘĉÅÎč ¸ģ¸Þí¸ÄíÎ ēú čĘĆĆúĉēǐ >r, +ĉ¸ôÊ CĘÄǑ ×úĉ Þôčē¸ôÅÎǑ Þč
¸íĉÎ¸ÊĪ ÄÎÞôØ čÎē ĘĆ ×úĉ ēÜÎčÎ ÅÜ¸ôØÎčǐ

wÜÎ ēĉ¸ÊÎó¸ĉë ĘčÎ ×úĉ kRCč Þč ØúģÎĉôÎÊ ÄĪ

https://connect.fsc.org/document-centre/documents/resource/165
https://connect.fsc.org/document-centre/documents/resource/165


http://www.fsc.org/
http://www.fsc.org/



